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I. Commi%ee Background  

 
The United Na0ons Security Council (UNSC) is a principal commi>ee of the United Na0ons, tasked 
with ensuring interna0onal peace and security. Comprising of fiEeen members, including five 
permanent members with veto power (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States), the UNSC has unique powers to issue binding resolu0ons, deploy peacekeeping 
opera0ons, and enforce sanc0ons. It addresses global conflicts and threats to peace, making 
decisions that member states are obliged to implement, underscoring its vital role in interna0onal 
diplomacy and security management. 
 

II. History of Topic   

The history of North Africa is marked by colonial legacies, independence movements, post-
independence challenges, territorial disputes, military buildup, and internal conflicts, all 
influencing the region's current geopoli0cal dynamics. European coloniza0on by France, Italy, and 
Britain leE deep divisions in the territory, leading to significant struggles for sovereignty. Post-
independence, the region faced territorial disputes like the Western Sahara Conflict and Libya's 
border disputes with Egypt and Chad. The Cold War era further contributed to military 
escala0ons, authoritarian regimes, and the emergence of internal conflicts, with recent decades 
witnessing the transforma0ve Arab Spring uprisings. 
 
Among the internal conflicts that have shaped the region, the ongoing strife in Sudan between 
rival military fac0ons stands out as par0cularly consequen0al for regional stability and human 
rights. The conflict in Sudan, involving the Sudanese military and various paramilitary groups, has 
plunged the country into chaos, exacerba0ng the already dire humanitarian situa0on and 
threatening the broader stability of North Africa. The strife in Darfur and South Kordofan, for 
instance, has not only led to significant loss of life and displacement but also highlighted the 
complexi0es of addressing military conflicts in Sudan. These conflicts are deeply rooted in 
historical grievances, including marginaliza0on and disputes over resources, further complicated 
by the involvement of external actors and the interna0onal community's response. 
 
Addressing military conflicts in Sudan is vital for regional stability and the protec0on of human 
rights. The conflicts in Darfur and South Kordofan, in par0cular, have underscored the urgent need 
for a comprehensive and inclusive approach to peacebuilding that addresses the underlying 
causes of conflict, ensures jus0ce for vic0ms, and integrates sustainable development goals. The 
interna0onal community, regional organiza0ons, and Sudanese stakeholders must collaborate to 
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establish mechanisms for dialogue, reconcilia0on, and the rebuilding of state ins0tu0ons to 
prevent further escala0on and ensure a peaceful and prosperous future for all Sudanese people. 
 
These border disputes and uprisings, along with internal conflicts like those in Sudan, have 
profoundly impacted North Africa, exacerba0ng regional tensions and undermining efforts 
towards poli0cal stability. These disputes and conflicts have not only led to prolonged 
humanitarian crises but also hindered economic development and coopera0on. The Arab Spring, 
while sparking hopes for democra0c reforms, resulted in poli0cal instability and, in some cases, 
civil war, further complica0ng the region's security landscape and socio-economic state. The 
situa0on in Sudan, with its poten0al for regional spillover, illustrates the intricate interplay 
between local conflicts and broader regional dynamics, highligh0ng the importance of a 
coordinated and mul0faceted approach to peace and stability in North Africa. 
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III. Current Issues:  

Territorial Disputes: The region con0nues to face significant challenges due to unresolved 
territorial conflicts, notably the Western Sahara conflict between Morocco and the Polisario 
Front, the Halayeb Triangle dispute between Egypt and Sudan, and the tensions between 
Algeria and Morocco. These, coupled with Libya’s civil war having interna0onal impact, not 
only strain diploma0c rela0ons for North Africa, but also greatly undermine regional stability, 
impac0ng efforts towards economic integra0on and peace within the region.  

 
Sudan Conflict: The current conflict in Sudan, involving clashes between the Sudanese military 
and paramilitary forces, has escalated into widespread violence, threatening regional stability 
and exacerba0ng a humanitarian crisis in North Africa. This conflict reflects deeper issues of 
governance and power-sharing with regional consequences due to things like refugee flows, 
security vacuums, and the growing power of these militant groups.  

 
Legacy of the Arab Spring: Poli0cal unrest from the Arab Spring con0nues, with countries 
experiencing varying degrees of instability, conflict, and transi0ons to democracy. The region’s 
countries are s0ll naviga0ng the aEermath, facing challenges related once again to 
governance, social unity between people, and economic reforms.  

 
Challenges to Peace and Security: The combina0on of unresolved disputes and poli0cal flux 
throughout different parts of the region presents significant obstacles to peace, security, 
economic development, and the overall unity of North Africa as a region. Highligh0ng the 
need for comprehensive and collabora0ve solu0ons to address these mul0faceted issues head 
on.  

 
The Impact of External Powers: The involvement of external powers in North Africa, through 
military, economic, and poli0cal means, has oEen greatly increased exis0ng tensions and 
conflicts, complica0ng resolu0on efforts. Key examples include the foreign military support in 
the Libyan civil conflict, economic leverage used by major country powers to influence poli0cal 
outcomes, and strategic alliances that usually tend to align with specific na0onal interests 
rather than promo0ng overall regional stability.  

 
MigraGon Crisis: Conflicts and instability in North Africa have contributed to a significant 
migra0on crisis, with implica0ons for human rights, regional stability, and interna0onal 
rela0ons. The violence and instability within the region drive people to flee their homes, 
risking oEen dangerous journeys across the Mediterranean or into neighboring countries, only 
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worsening the humanitarian crisis whilst pressuring both regional states and European 
borders.  
  
Resource Conflicts: Disputes over natural resources, including water and oil, have been a 
source of tension and conflict within and between countries in North Africa, affec0ng regional 
peace and economic development. For example, disputes over the Nile River’s water 
alloca0on, and the contesta0on over oil-rich territories intensify na0onal and cross-border 
tensions, impac0ng diploma0c rela0ons and significantly slowing down collabora0ve efforts 
for sustainable development and economic prosperity within the region.  

 
Climate Change: The impacts of climate change, including deser0fica0on and water scarcity, 
are exacerba0ng exis0ng socio-economic challenges and compounding the intensity of the 
previously men0oned conflicts in the region.  

 
The region lacks basic ameni0es and is suscep0ble to environmental hazards and rapid 
urbaniza0on, emphasizing the need for targeted and adaptable strategies to ensure a 
sustainable and equal future for its ci0zens. 
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IV. UN AcGon 
 
The United Na0ons Security Council (UNSC) is at the forefront of addressing the mul0ple 
challenges concerning North Africa’s stability, leveraging its mandate for maintaining interna0onal 
peace and security to navigate the region's complex landscape of territorial disputes, military 
escala0ons, and the transforma0ve aEermath of the Arab Spring. Through resolu0ons, the 
Council has not only sanc0oned peacekeeping missions to monitor ceasefires and protect civilians 
but also facilitated nego0a0ons aimed at poli0cal reconcilia0on and stability.  
 
Addi0onally, the UNSC has employed sanc0ons and arms embargoes to deter aggression and 
prevent the further escala0on of conflicts. Such measures are designed to pressure par0es into 
dialogue and compliance with interna0onal law opposed to violence, reflec0ng the Council's 
commitment to upholding the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
 
The UNSC's engagement with North African issues also involves close collabora0on with regional 
organiza0ons like the African Union (AU) and the Arab League. This partnership is cri0cal for 
aligning interna0onal efforts with regional dynamics and ensuring that solu0ons are culturally 
and poli0cally appropriate. The Council recognizes the importance of a unified interna0onal 
response, fostering dialogue between conflic0ng par0es, and suppor0ng diploma0c efforts led by 
regional authori0es to achieve las0ng peace. 
 
Addressing the root causes of instability, such as economic disparity, poli0cal exclusion, and social 
grievances, remains a priority for the UNSC. The Council's ini0a0ves oEen go beyond immediate 
crisis management to include support for democra0c transi0ons, human rights, and sustainable 
development, aiming to address the underlying factors contribu0ng to unrest. 
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V. EssenGal QuesGons  
 

1. What strategies can the UNSC employ to effec0vely mediate and resolve territorial 

disputes in North Africa? 

 
2. How can interna0onal law and norms be leveraged to de-escalate military buildup in the 

region? 

 
3. What role should regional organiza0ons, such as the African Union and Arab League, play 

in collabora0on with the UNSC to ensure stability in North Africa? 

 
4. How can the UNSC support countries in North Africa in transi0oning from post-conflict 

scenarios to stable governance structures? 

 
5. In what ways can the UNSC facilitate dialogue and trust-building measures between 

conflic0ng par0es in North Africa? 

 

6. What preven0ve measures can be taken by the UNSC to avoid the escala0on of exis0ng 
territorial disputes into armed conflicts? 

 
7. How can the UNSC ensure the protec0on of human rights and address humanitarian needs 

arising from conflicts in North Africa? 
 

8. What are the most effec0ve ways for the UNSC to engage with non-state actors and civil 

society organiza0ons in efforts to stabilize North Africa? 
 

9. How can the UNSC support economic development and resource management in North 

Africa to mi0gate factors contribu0ng to tensions? 
 

10. In the context of the current conflict in Sudan affec0ng all of North Africa, what lessons 

can the UNSC apply to enhance its response to poli0cal and social unrest in North Africa? 
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VI. Commi%ee Members  
 
1. Algeria 

 
2. Egypt 

 
3. Libya 

 
4. Morocco 

 
5. Nigeria 

 
6. South Africa  

 
7. France 

 
8. United States 

 
9. Russia 

 
10. China 

 
11. United Kingdom 

 
12. Germany 

 
13. Italy 

 
14. Spain 

 
15. India 

 
16. Brazil 

 
17. Sudan 

 
18. Saudi Arabia  

 
19. Norway  

 
20. Japan 
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